
LI: How did Piaget’s theory change education? 

TOPIC 3: Development 
 

Retrieval Quiz 
 

Academic	Vocabulary	
Piaget	

Cognitive	
Development	
Cognition	
Schema	
Stages	

Assimilation	
Accommodation		

 

1. What did Piaget call making an entire new schema? 

2. What do the Naughty Teddy and Policeman Doll study 
suggest about Piaget’s theory? 

3. What ages does Piaget’s sensorimotor stage occur at? 

4. What do children struggle with during the sensorimotor 
stage? (By the very end, they master it) 

5. Where were all of the children from that Piaget use in his 
research? 

6. Name the 3rd stage in Piaget’s theory of cognitive 
development. 
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1. What did Piaget call making an entire new schema? Accommodation 

2. What do the Naughty Teddy and Policeman Doll study 
suggest about Piaget’s theory? 

He underestimated 
children’s abilities 

3. What ages does Piaget’s sensorimotor stage occur at? 0-2 

4. What do children struggle with during the sensorimotor 
stage? (By the very end, they master it) 

Object permanence 

5. Where were all of the children from that Piaget use in his 
research? 

Switzerland 

6. Name the 3rd stage in Piaget’s theory of cognitive 
development. 

Concrete operational 



Learning Intentions 
4/5 (All) – Identify some points that Piaget said about 
teaching and learning.   
6/7 (Most) – Link Piaget’s teaching ideas to his 
theory of cognitive development.   
8/9 (Some) – Describe and organise a hypothetical 
primary school classroom for best learning.  

What is your initial confidence towards the LIs?  



What is the difference? 

Write at least 3 differences that you can see. The classrooms on the left are before 
Piaget’s theory. The classrooms on the right are after his theory.  



How do children learn best? 
Piaget said: 
Intelligence develops from children discovering things for 
themselves. 
 
Children need to explore objects and situations around them. 
 
Children will only learn certain things if they are in the right 
stage.  

(No point in trying to teach a student how to do analytical 
thinking in the preoperational stage!) 



How could schools support this? 

Best way 
to learn… 

Mind map your own ideas before moving on. 



Applying the theory to education 
How did Piaget’s Theory suggest education should change? 
-  Teachers should present opportunities for children to learn new concepts 

only when they are at the right stage in cognitive development. 
  
-  Children should be taught in a collaborative child-centered way. The 

teacher should allow the child to discover the answers themselves/from 
each other because they are egocentric and need to see it through THEIR 
eyes. 

 
-  Instructions should be short as children struggle to conserve information. 



How has education changed? 



Task Choice 
1)  Using all of your understanding, create an information poster for 

primary school teachers to explain how they should set up their 
classrooms and organise their teaching styles.  

2)  Write a detailed comparison on how Piaget’s theory has updated 
and changed the classroom. 

Extra Challenge 
Piaget did a number of studies to test the formal operation stage. One task was the 

pendulum task. Children were given weights and string. The child had to figure out what 
the most important factor was in determining the speed of the wing of the pendulum.  

1)  What do you think children in different stages would do to solve this task? 
2)  What should the researcher do during this task? 



Ella’s struggles…Question 
Ella is really struggling at school. Although she is only 9, she has been moved 
up 2 years in her school so that she is having lessons with 11-year-olds. She 
misses her old lessons as she got to do more fun activities like the time she 
got to make a bridge out of cardboard. In her new class, she doesn’t like how 
everyone does the same activity all the time and regularly complains to her 
mum that there is ‘too much writing and then talking about what we have 
written’. 

 
Using Piaget’s theory, explain why Ella is struggling at school. Refer to 

her experience.  



Learning Intentions 
4/5 (All) – Identify some points that Piaget said about 
teaching and learning.   
6/7 (Most) – Link Piaget’s teaching ideas to his 
theory of cognitive development.   
8/9 (Some) – Describe and organise a hypothetical 
primary school classroom for best learning.  

What is your new confidence towards the LIs?  
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Consolidation	-	Exam	Questions	
1. What	is	the	difference	between	assimilation	and	accommodation?	(3)	

2. Briefly	evaluate	Piaget’s	theory	of	cognitive	development.	(4)	

3. Explain	two	ways	in	which	Piaget’s	theory	has	changed	education.	(4)	

4. Piaget’s	theory	of	cognitive	development	said	that	there	are	4	stages	to	our	
development.	With	reference	to	his	theory,	explain	what	is	meant	by:	
4a.Object	permanence	(3)	
4b.Conservation	(3)	
4c.Egocentrism	(3)	
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